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BATTALION CHIEF KING: Today's date is 


December 12, 2001. The time is 1510 hours. This is 
Battalion Chief Stephen King from the Safety Battalion, 


FDNY. I am conducting an interview with Firefighter 


PAUL BECK from Engine Company 205. This interview is 


being conducted in the quarters of Engine 224. This 
interview is concerning the events of September 11, 
2001. 


Q. Paul, you can start whenever you want. 


Pp 


QO. Which bridge? 
A. Brooklyn Bridge. I think we were just past 


the Brooklyn Bridge on the Manhattan side when the 


first tower came down and, of course, our concern there 


was now we've got to find Engine 205 and we've got to 


find Ladder 118. 


We parked immediately. We found a spot. We 


geared up with our gear. There were no masks or 


anything of that nature, just helmets, bunker gear, 


pants. We had our chauffeur there who was pretty 


knowledgeable about where we would respond and he sort 


of led us, and I think we ended up on Trinity -- I've 
got a map here -- and Liberty. I think there's a 
Burger King on the corner there. That's what would 


stand out in my mind as our focal point, the location. 


We found Engine 205 there. We congregated 


and talked a li ttle bit about where we're going to 


search now. We started trying to call out members' 


names and we started going around the rubble a little 
bit to see if we could hear anybody tapping, anything 


like that. Probably a good ten, 15 minutes, I would 


P. BECK 
say, we were there. We didn't find anybody. Maybe I 
think we found one person. That person may have 
suffered a broken leg. We put him in, I think, a 


police van. 
We were just rummaging around and soon we 
heard this noise. It sounded like a train. I thought 


it was another jet coming overhead. I thought it was a 


fighter jet now patrolling or another plane coming. 


Pretty much everybody started scattering and I figured, 
well, that's a good idea now. I just remember 


running. I don't know, I think it was about two blocks 


I ran, and I think I hooked up with a guy from 124 and 


we were trying to force a door to get into this 


building. I'd say it's on Trinity, maybe the Trinity 


Building. I'm not sure. It had big double doors. We 
were trying to force the door, get in there. I think, 
now that I realize what happened, once the compression 


happened, it sort of helped us push the door in. When 


we got in there, we were running down the hall because 


we figured this building is coming down pretty soon too 


now. So we're running through the building trying to 
get to the opposite end. 
Give or take five, ten minutes, sort of the 


emergency or the urgency is sort of dying down now. I 


think we were sort of gathering our wits. So we come 


back out and we find the rest of the members ther 


Everybody, thank God, from the crew that came in on the 
personal vehicle had survived. It was a good half 
hour, I guess, just trying to round up everybody and, 
thank God, everybody was there, like I said, from the 
personal vehicle. 

I think we walked down -- not Liberty. I'm 
going to say it's Thames or Albany. We were walking to 


the west side because we had seen th ngine ther 


physically and we didn't know where the ladder was. 


So, in the meantime, we also found the chauffeur. He 


seemed pretty beat up, and me and one of the other guys 
got him to -- 
Q. The chauffeur of what company? 


A. 205. We had got him to EMS. We hooked up 


with the engine company that was on duty that day. All 


the members, thank God, were there. So we brought the 


engine back around down to West Street, and I think we 


went into the Marriott Hotel and supplied water. W 


went up to like the 30th, 31st floor. We pretty much 


operated there all day. It was a big building with a 


green roof, scaffolding all around. It was fully 


involved and we just hit it from the roof, we hit it 


from the 35th floor, the 29th. We were there all day 


doing that and that's basically it. 


Q. Does anything else come to mind? 


A. No. 


BATTALION CHIEF KING: Okay. The time is 


1516 hours and this interview is concluded with 


Firefighter Beck. 


